The Safe Drinking Water Act, Section 1422, requires the EPA to develop UIC regulations and
allowsthe EPA to delegate enforcement of those requirementsto States.

Responsiblefor assuring that UIC program implementati on isaccomplished in Region 6 accordingtothe
approved program and EPA guidances. The RA hasde egated authority to the Water Quality Protection
Division Director to gpprove UIC permitsin Indian Country and approve exemptionsto theland disposal
restrictions. Authority toinspect and enforcein Indian Country hasbeen delegated to the Compliance
Assurance and Enforcement Division Director.
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Discussion: States have primary authority for enforcement of UIC regulations, and EPA must
assure that each State regulatory agency enforces those regulations in a manner consistent with the
Safe Drinking Water Act. Toaccomplishthis, EPA Region 6 reviewsquarterly reports submitted by the
Statesand participatesin annua evauationsof State UIC programimplementation. If EPA determines
that State actionsareineffectiveor incons stent with EPA requirements, the EPA could takeindependent
enforcement action. Generaly, State actionsare appropriate, and EPA enforcement actionisrarely
required.

EPA Region 6 directly implementsthe UI C program in Indian Country except for injectionwells
associated with oil and gas production on thelands of thefive Civilized Tribesin Oklahomawhich are
under thejurisdiction of the Oklahoma Corporation Commission. EPA regul ates approximately 2600
injection wellslocated onlandsof 17 Indian Tribes (15 in Oklahomaand 2in New Mexico. All except
120 wellsarelocated on the Osage mineral reserve, Osage County, Oklahoma.
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Discussion continues:. The EPA and Osage Nation work together to regulate injection wells on the
Osagemineral reserve. A field office on the Osage Agency Campusisstaffed by two EPA engineerswho
conduct inspections, completeinitia reviewsof permit applicationsand providealoca contact to assistinjection
well operatorsin complying with UIC regulations. The Osage Nation assiststhe EPA by inspecting and testing
injectionwells, maintainingwell files, and receiving and compl eting preliminary processing of permit gpplications.
The EPA Water Quality Management Division providesan annua grant to the Tribeto providethissupport. This
cooperativearrangement isuniqueintheentire country.

Interested Parties:
State environmental agencies, environmenta groups, thegenera public, Tribeswithinjectionwellsontheir lands,
especialy Osage Triba Council and operatorsof oil leasesin Indian Country.

Timdines:

Quarterly - EPA Region 6 reviews State agencies’ quarterly reportson aquarterly basis.

Annually - EPA participatesintheannua evaluationsof programimplementation amd reviewsannual reports
submitted by operatorsin Indian Country.

Budget:

The EPA providesan annual grant to the Stateand Tribal agenciesto assist in programimplementation. Funding
for each state depends on the number of injection wells, land area, and population. Total funding for Region 6
State UIC programsin FY 2000 was about $2.5 million.
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